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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
HANGING OF THE GREENS

December 3, 2017

*for those who wish to stand
Bold print indicates congregational participation

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD

PRELUDE

INTRODUCTION Chandra Cooper       
One:    In the days to come, the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the 

highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hill; all the nations shall 
stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say:

All:     “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob, that God may teach us God’s ways and that we may walk in God’s 
paths.” (Isaiah 2:2-3)

One: With what shall we come to God’s house? Bring branches of cedar and holly, 
bring evergreens and a pine tree, hang wreaths and garlands.

All: Make the church fragrant with the smell of living things and our holy play. 
In acts of hanging greens and listening to the words of prophets and seers, 
let us make our hearts and this space a place of inward and outward 
preparation for the One who comes to give us second birth.

One:    And let us pray together:
All: Good Lord, by your mercy, guide our outward actions in such ways that our 

inward being is formed in faith, hope and love. May the decorations we offer 
engage our senses during the days of Advent and enliven our praise and 
worship, in the name of the child of Bethlehem, our risen and coming savior, 
Jesus Christ. Amen.   

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



HANGING OF THE WREATH ON THE CHURCH DOOR
One:    People of God, we stand at the entrance of the church and at the doorway to the 

Christian year on this first Sunday of Advent. Let us mark the entrance to the 
church building and our hearts and minds as portals for Christ to enter.

All:     Come, Lord Jesus! Come, Lord Jesus!
One:    Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors! That the Ruler of 

glory may come in.
All: Who is the Ruler of glory?
One:    The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle!
All:     Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors! That the 

Ruler of glory may come in.
One:    Who is this Ruler of glory?
All: The Lord of hosts, the Lord is the Ruler of glory! (Psalm 24:7-10)

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN O Come, O Come Emmanuel                #88, v. 1-4

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES Britton & Jordan Zuccarelli

*HYMN Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus #83, v. 1-4

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READING Mark 13:24-27 (pg. 70, NT) 
One: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON       The Senses of Christmas: Meeting Jesus through Taste Rev. Dr. Charlie Smith

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

GIVING OF OUR GIFTS      
Opportunities to serve this week
Invitation to Give

(Please sign the Act of Friendship sheet and pass it down the pew)

OFFERTORY ANTHEM He Will Be the Love Schram
Amy Collins, cello

*DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow   #606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.



SEALING GOD’S WORD: THE EUCHARIST

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

THE PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING
One: The Lord be with you.
All:   And also with you.
One: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them up to the Lord.
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
One: It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise …with all the 

faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name:
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
Communion today is by intinction (dipping the bread into the cup). There will be three serving 
stations at the front of the sanctuary. After the choir is served, please come forward using the 
center aisle. The two outside cups, farthest from the center aisle, contain wine. The center cup 
contains grape juice. Gluten-free bread is available on the right side. Go to the serving station 
of your choice, and return to your pew by the side aisles. Those in the balcony or side pews 
are asked to make their way to the center aisle as well. If you are unable to come forward, 
remain seated and you may be served in the pew.

COMMUNION ANTHEM An Advent Invitation    Williams
Amy Collins, cello

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

DECORATING THE SANCTUARY TREE
The congregation (when prompted) is invited to come forward as they are able to hang 
ornaments on the Sanctuary tree. During this time, the following hymns will be sung:

O Little Town of Bethlehem #121, v. 1 & 4
Angels from the Realms of Glory #143, v. 1 & 4
O Come All Ye Faithful #133, v. 1 & 2



SENT OUT TO BEAR GOD’S WORD IN THE WORLD

RECESSIONAL HYMN  For You, O Lord, My Soul in Stillness Waits #89, v.1-3

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

TODAY’S VOLUNTEERS:
Worship Assistant: Chandra Cooper Greeters: Patty & John Landes
Coffee Hosts: Sydney & Morrie Soderberg Deacons Flower Deliverer: Diana Smith
Advent Candle Lighters: Britton & Jordan Zuccarelli Manor Bus Driver: Sunrise Presbyterian
Ushers: Katy & Andy England, Heather Smith, Margaret Wyatt
Communion Preparers: Marcia Anderson, Flo Van Meter
Communion Servers: Marcia Anderson, Chandra Cooper, Ron Green, John Landes, 
Sarah Morris, Ann Payne, Flo Van Meter, Bruce Wyatt

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - ASSOCIATE PASTOR: DECEMBER 10
The Session of First Presbyterian Church, Salina, has called a congregational meeting immediately 
following worship on Sunday, December 10th, for the purpose of voting on the recommendation of the 
Associate Pastor Nominating Committee to extend a call to a candidate for Associate Pastor. A copy of 
the terms of call is available in the FPC office for review prior to the meeting and a bio and other 
information about the candidate, along with a letter from the APNC, has been mailed to all members.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM: DECEMBER 10
This year, the Faithful Bible Investigators will be serenading you with a variety of 
Christmas songs as they tell the story of Jesus' birth! We hope you'll join us during 
worship on December 10th as we sing and celebrate the meaning of Christmas! A 
special shout out to Richard Koshgarian for his help in preparing for the musical portion 
of the program. We look forward to seeing you in worship on December 10th!

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND, IT’S ADVENT TRIVIA!
Do you know the answer to "What carol contains the line ‘And ransom 
captive Israel’?" How about what color of tree was Charlie Brown supposed 
to get in the classic cartoon A Charlie Brown Christmas? Join us in the 
parlor for Advent Trivia, before worship on Sunday, December 10th, in the 
Parlor at 9 a.m. This friendly but competitive game will be hosted by none 
other than Charlie Smith! There will be new categories and questions this 
year, with plenty of holiday treats to share. Of course coffee or hot 
chocolate too. This is fun for the whole family so please plan to be there!



COMING UP THIS WEEK AT FPC:      Did we make a mistake? We want to correct it! 
Email office@fpcsalina.org and we'll fix it.  

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: ELECTION OF OFFICERS TODAY
The Session of First Presbyterian Church, Salina, has called a congregational meeting immediately 
following the worship service today for the purpose of electing new Ruling Elders, Deacons and 
Trustees, as well as a 2018 Nominating Committee. Listed below are the nominees. Other nominations 
may be made from the floor, provided the nominee has consented to the nomination.

SUNDAY, December 3 – 1st Sunday of Advent
Communion
Hanging of the Greens

Nursery Open – 9:45 am
Worship - Sanctuary, 10 am
Congregational Meeting – Sanctuary, 11 am
Fellowship – Parlor, 11 am
Adult Ed Class – Hope Room, 11 am
Church Directory Photo Session – Parlor Conf 

                                        Room, 11 am

MONDAY, December 4
Staff Meeting – Hope Room, 10:30 am
Women’s Bible Study – Hope Room, 5:30 pm

TUESDAY, December 5
Social Justice & Mission – Hope Room, 5:30 pm
Mid High Youth Group – Applebee’s, 6:30 pm

WEDNESDAY, December 6
FBI/FBI-In-Training – Downstairs Classroom, 

                                       3:45 pm
Yoga – Youth Annex, 5:30 pm
Midweek Manna – Blair Hall, 5:30 pm
Church Directory Photo Session – Parlor, 6:30 pm
Choir Practice – Choir Room, 6:30 pm

THURSDAY, December 7
HeBrews Sr High Bible Study – Mokas, 6:45 am

SATURDAY, December 9
AP Meet & Greet – Parlor, 10 am – 12 pm

SUNDAY, December 10 – 2nd Sunday of Advent
Children’s Program

Associate Pastor Candidate Preaching
Advent Trivia – Parlor, 9 am
Nursery Open – 9:45 am
Worship - Sanctuary, 10 am
Congregational Meeting – Sanctuary, 11 am
Fellowship – Parlor, 11 am
Adult Ed Class – Hope Room, 11 am
Church Directory Photo Session – Parlor Conf 

                                                         Room, 11 am

Deacons: Class of 2020
Katy England (2 year term)
Marcia Anderson
Regina Miller
Ann Knowles (second term)
Ed Zoch
Jo Buchanan

Trustees: Class of 2020
Amanda Michaelis (second term)
Margaret Wyatt (second term)

Session: Class of 2020
Jon Richards (filling Jan 
Grace’s 2 yr unexpired term)
Mary Andersen 
Carolyn Wedel
Betsy Scholten
Sara Johnston
Bob Salem

At Large 2018 
Nominating Committee
Linda Johnson
Deb Shetlar
Paul Anderson
Amy Blackim
Cathy Hayes



ADVENT DEVOTIONAL NOW AVAILABLE
Presbyterians Today 2017 Advent devotional “Let Love Speak: Words and Actions to Pave the Way of 
the Lord” is a devotional guide written by Magdalena I. García, PC(USA) minister of Word and 
Sacrament and hospital chaplain for Vitas Healthcare in Chicago. She has put together a collection of 
challenging daily reflections and prayers based upon the Psalms to help us experience the promise and 
power of Christ’s coming. Limited copies are available around the church office or you can download 
the guide on our website at www.fpcsalina.org.

LESSONS AND CAROLS CHRISTMAS SERVICE: DECEMBER 17
On Sunday, December 17th at 10 a.m., the First Presbyterian Church Chancel Choir, 
accompanied by an ensemble of 15 musicians, will present Lessons and Carols during 
worship. Lessons and Carols is a time honored and much beloved holiday tradition, 
featuring a heartwarming blend of your favorite scriptures with both traditional 
Christmas music and newer pieces destined to become part of this wonderful tradition. 
Don't miss this wonderful event!

CHRISTINGLE MAKING WORKSHOP: DECEMBER 17
Please join us at 9 a.m. on Sunday, December 17th in Blair Hall to make Christingle's that will be used at 
our 5 p.m. Christmas Eve Service. Last year, many of our children and families helped to make this - we 
hope that you'll join us again to do so! As a reminder, a Christingle is a symbolic object that means 
'Christ's light'- come help us celebrate Jesus Christ as the "Light of the World."

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY EVERY FIRST MONDAY OF THE MONTH
Our Women’s Bible Study is brought to us by the PW/Horizons Bible study, and titled "Cloud of 
Witnesses, the Community of Christ in Hebrews" by Melissa Bane Sevier. Please join us the first Monday 
of each month on a journey over nine lessons (through June) as the author invites us to explore major
themes found in Hebrews, relate these themes to other parts of our faith tradition, and tie them together 
with the overarching motif of community. Books are available in the church office during regular office 
hours. The cost is $10.

WALK TO BETHLEHEM 
Five weeks down and three to go, and we are on track to enter Bethlehem in good time. 
At the end of four weeks, we were about 70% of the way there!! Bravo! The mileage reports have been 
impressive. Our thanks to all of you. Everyone is always welcome to join in at any point along the way. 
The more the merrier and the more quickly the miles accumulate. Remember that we award miles for 
worship and workouts, yoga and yard work, swimming and Silver Sneakers, cycling and choir practice. 
The list goes on and on and every mile makes a difference! Just ask Diana Smith or Brigid Hall for more 
information or help. Happy trails!

FPC HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
There will be NO MidWeek Manna on December 20th and 27th and January 3rd. The Nursery will be 
CLOSED December 24th and 31st. The FPC office will be CLOSED December 25th and January 1st.



STEWARDSHIP 2018 UPDATE
As of November 29th, we have received a total of $474,474.80 in pledges for 2018. If you have not yet 
had a chance to make a pledge for 2018, please do so! And thank you for your prayerful consideration. 
If you have not received a pledge card via mail, you may call in your pledge to Melanie at the church 
785-825-0226, or email her at melanie@fpcsalina.org. If you need any information regarding your 
current pledge, don't hesitate to ask. You may pre-pay your 2018 pledge. It must be received on or 
before Dec. 31, 2017, to receive tax credit for 2017.

ONLINE CHURCH DIRECTORY: WE NEED YOUR PICTURE!
With Advent upon us and Christmas looming, remember that as your family gathers for 
holiday photos, you still need to submit a picture for the new First Presbyterian Church, 
Salina, online directory. We love your contributions to the cause! Please check your 
email for specific instructions on how to upload one yourself or just simply email it to 
the church office (beth@fpcsalina.org). Or, if you'd prefer, we'll be glad to take your 

picture. Each Wednesday and Sunday through December, we will be taking pictures in the Parlor 
Conference Room. Go there after the worship service and see our photographers. It couldn't be easier!

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL: PASS THE GIFT
Heifer International is an assistance organization program helping to end hunger and 
poverty, and at the same time protect the environment and care for the earth. FPC Youth 
will be available in the parlor after worship during Advent to sell animals, books and gifts for Heifer. 
You may also make a monetary contribution to Heifer through the church, the FPC online giving site 
https://fundraise.heifer.org/fpcsalina, or the new "change for change" tubes. During Advent the tubes 
will be located at the Heifer table, but the tubes will be available for year-long giving!

TUCSON’S CELEBRITY DINNER BENEFITTING CIRCLES: DECEMBER 5
Circles of the Heartland presents their annual Celebrity Dinner at Tucson’s Steakhouse on Tuesday, 
December 5th from 5-8 p.m. Charlie will be donating his time to serve you! Come support Circles of 
the Heartland and see your pastor and celebrity friends!

FPC ONLINE GIVING IS SO EASY!     
Did you know that you can pay your pledge online? In addition to your pledge, there are many other 
ways you may contribute (like MidWeek Manna meals) to the church. Just visit our website at 
http://www.fpcsalina.org/#/online-giving, then select the fund you want to contribute to in the drop 
down menu. If you want a tutorial, contact the church office!

YOGA @ FPC!
It doesn't matter if you have not joined this group before, please stop by any 
Wednesday to stretch those muscles, slow down and listen to your inner self. 
You can join Cathy Hayes or Melody Hardman and other women and men for 
yoga on Wednesdays, 5:30-6:30 pm. A suggested donation of $5, but is not 
required. All levels of ability are welcome for an integration of body, mind 
and the spirit.  If you have any questions, email yoga@fpcsalina.org.



 

Holly 
The leaves are the 
“crown of thorns” and 
the red berries are the 
blood of Christ. 

Evergreen 
Evergreen does not die or 
fade away or lose its needles 
in the winter. It represents 
the immortality of the 
resurrected Christ. 

Star 
Symbolizes the star of 
Bethlehem which guided 
the three kings to the 
baby Jesus. 

Candy Cane 
Shaped like a shepherd’s 
crook, reminding us that Jesus, 
the Good Shepherd, came into 
our world at Christmas. The 
red stripe symbolizes Christ’s 
sacrifice and the white 
background His purity. 

Wreath 
A circular, never-ending 
symbol of eternal love and 
rebirth. 

Bell 
Proclaim the arrival 
of the season and 
they announce the 
birth of Christ. 

 The Symbols  
of Christmas 

Holly 
The leaves are the 
“crown of thorns” and 
the red berries are the 
blood of Christ. 

Evergreen 
Evergreen does not die or 
fade away or lose its needles 
in the winter. It represents 
the immortality of the 
resurrected Christ. 

Star 
Symbolizes the star of 
Bethlehem which guided 
the three kings to the 
baby Jesus. 

Candy Cane 
Shaped like a shepherd’s 
crook, reminding us that Jesus, 
the Good Shepherd, came into 
our world at Christmas. The 
red stripe symbolizes Christ’s 
sacrifice and the white 
background His purity. 

Wreath 
A circular, never-ending 
symbol of eternal love and 
rebirth. 

Bell 
Proclaim the arrival 
of the season and 
they announce the 
birth of Christ. 

 The Symbols  
of Christmas 



 
 

It’s Time to Order Poinsettias! 
The Board of Deacons invites you to share in providing plants 
as Christmas gifts to nursing home and homebound members of 
the church. Plants will decorate the sanctuary during Advent 
and Christmas Eve. Cost is $16 per plant. 

You may pick up your plant(s) for your own use following the Christmas Eve 
service if you designate on the form below that you wish to do so. If you do not 
want to pick it up, the plant will be assigned for delivery to a member or friends of 
the congregation. Please complete the form below and return with your payment to 
the church office no later than Monday, Dec. 11th. Please note “poinsettia plant” on 
your payment. Or you may email your order to Melanie at melanie@fpcsalina.org. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
I would like to purchase ______ poinsettia(s) at a cost of $16 per plant. 
 
I want to donate my plant for delivery to a member or friend of the congregation  
____Yes ____No 
 
I want to pick up my plant on Dec. 24th _____ Yes _____ No 
 
Name of Donor(s) ____________________________________________________ 
 
Given in Memory of __________________________________________________ 
 
Or 
 
Given in Honor of ____________________________________________________ 
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A contemporary service with weekly 
Dinner, Communion & Praise Band 

(free-will offering) 

Join us Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.  
This week’s caterer is Martinelli’s! 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
FPC’s Nursery, located on the second floor, is available for infants and children ages 5 and younger.
FPC encourages children ages 6 and older to remain in worship. Worship bags for children of all ages   
are located in the lobby. When you are finished with the bag, please put it in the basket so that it can 
be replenished and straightened. Pew Art cards are also available in the pew racks.
FBI (Faithful Bible Investigators) is our Christian Education program for children in grades K-5.
FBI-In-Training is our Christian Education program for children age 2 through Pre-K.
HeBrews is our 9th-12th grade Youth Bible Study that meets every Thursday during the school year at 6:45 am  
at Mokas on Crawford. The name is derived from Hebrews 10:25.
God Squad is our 6th-8th grade Youth Bible Study that meets every Tuesday during the school year from 
6-7 pm at different Salina dining locations.
Adult Education Class meets every Sunday at 9 a.m. in the Hope Room.
Extra hymnals, including large print, and Bibles are available in the back of the sanctuary.

The sanctuary is equipped with a Hearing Loop. Please switch your hearing aid to t-coil to use. 
Please see your audiologist to activate your t-coil if you haven’t done so yet. Headsets are also 
available. An usher will be happy to help if you need assistance.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE:
Tan “Prayer Request” Cards are for prayer requests or concerns. These go to the Board of Deacons.
Blue “We Care” Cards are for messages of care to persons of the congregation; these cards are mailed the 

     next week. Cards are available in the back of the room. Please place the cards in the offering plate.
Your “Prayer Concerns” can now be submitted online. Please visit 
www.fpcsalina.org/ministries/prayer-concerns and they will be forwarded to a pastor.

First Presbyterian Church: 308 S 8th St, Salina, KS  67401   785-825-0226

SUNDAY STAFF
Lead Pastor/Head of Staff: Rev. Dr. Charlie Smith
Director of Music: Richard Koshgarian Director of Children’s CE: Shelby Dickson
Organist: Angie Koshgarian Nursery Coordinator: Debb Homman
Head Custodian: Ed Zoch Nursery Caregivers: Danielle Hix, Anita Thompson
Custodian: Tony Griggs
                         

Visit: WWW.FPCSALINA.ORG | Like: https://www.facebook.com/fpcsalinaks | Follow: https://twitter.com//fpcsalina

MIDWEEK 
MANNA 
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